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As the sun sets on another chapter in the history of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) Department of Pacific Areas, I bid a fond farewell to all the outgoing officers 
and extend our warmest congratulations to the incoming Department Officers for the 
2024-2025 term headed by Incoming Commander Mike Lutman. This transition of 
leadership marks a time of reflection, gratitude, and renewed commitment to serving 
those who have served our nation. 

To the incoming VFW Officers for the 2024-2025 term, I offer our heartfelt congratula-
tions and best wishes as you embark on this important journey of leadership and ser-
vice. Your dedication, enthusiasm, and vision will undoubtedly guide the Department 
of Pacific Areas to new heights of success in supporting our veterans, their families, 
widows, orphans, and your communities.  I look forward in seeing everyone at our De-
partment of Pacific Areas Convention, on 12-15 June 2024, at Century Park Hotel, An-
geles City, Philippines. 

I also take this opportunity to express our deepest gratitude to all the outstanding re-
cruiters out there, who have played a vital role in the Department of Pacific Areas 
membership program, we would not have made the coveted102% goal of ñMeet the 
Challengeò without your superb recruiting. We showed everyone what we ñTeam Pa-
cificò truly are the best in the West!  Your tireless efforts and unwavering commitment 
have been instrumental in expanding our reach, strengthening our community ties, and 
ensuring that no veteran is left behind.  Through your hard work and dedication, you 
have not only helped grow our membership but have also made a profound impact on 
the lives of veterans and their families across the Pacific region. Your compassion, gen-
erosity, and selflessness embody the true spirit of the VFW, and we are immensely 
grateful for all that you do. 

As we look back on the past year, we are reminded of the incredible resilience and uni-
ty that defines the Department of Pacific Areas. Together, we have weathered challeng-
es, celebrated victories, and stood shoulder to shoulder in support of our fellow veter-
ans.  I would like to thank all the Department Council members who spent tireless 
hours working together to ensure that Veterans and their Families benefits are protect-
ed.   

As we move forward into the new term, let us carry forward this spirit of true comrade-
ship, patriotism, selfless service, and dedication to our great organization. Let us con-
tinue to uphold ñLoyalty, Duty and Honorò the legacy of our veterans, uphold our com-
mitment to our communities, and ensure that no one who has served our country is ever 
forgotten. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Post, District Officers, especially 
all the family members who work hand in hand and made sure everything is in working 
order and to all the Post members, supporters, and friends of the VFW, I bid you a fond 
farewell and thank you for your unwavering support and dedication to the Department 
of Pacific Areas.   Your generosity and kindness make a tangible difference in the lives 
of those we serve, and we are truly grateful for your continued involvement.  As we 
turn the page to a new chapter, let us stand as one and be united in our mission to take 
care of our veterans, their families, widows, and orphans. Together we are strong, we 
can make a lasting impact and ensure that the spirit of service and sacrifice continues to 
shine brightly in the Pacific region and beyond.  

 
Alexander Fores 
Commander 
Department of Pacific Areas 
Loyalty, Duty and Honor 

COMMANDERôS CALL 
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Comrades, 

By the time you read this article, many things will have changed.  Time, space, the 
moons orbit, the cost of one jelly donut.  Alas, I digress.  One thing that will NOT 
have changed is the fact that the Department of Pacific Areas has MET THE 
CHALLENGE!  We are currently above 102% and INCREASING.  As the THIRD 
department to meet the Commander in Chiefôs membership challenge, we continue 
to lead from the FRONT.  Having lead the membership statistics for three quarters 
of the year ACROSS ALL CONFERENCES is in itself a major accomplishment 
and speaks volumes about your focus of effort.  CONGRATULATIONS to the fol-
lowing Posts and District that completed their ALL STATE requirements in time 
for recognition at the upcoming department convention: 

  POSTS                DISTRICTS 

    1054                      7 
    9612 
    8180 
    9723 
    9957 
    11575 
    12146 
    9876 
    124 
    2485 
    12130 
    12224 
    10223 
For those that are close, keep on charging!  YOU CAN DO IT!  The year does not 
close out until June 30, 2024.  For those that are not so close, it is not too late to 
support our National Programs and keep pushing for membership.  Every member 
we recruit makes our organization stronger.  VFW Posts exist for ONE reason, and 
that is to assist the National Organization in meeting the aims and goals OF the or-
ganization.  In doing so, we must strive to serve our veterans, the military and our 
communities.  To advocate on behalf of all veterans.  VMS and National Home do-
nations are VERY important parts of our core fund raising effort every year.  Buddy 
Poppy sales help fund local post initiatives and their cost to the Posts  provides 
compensation to the veterans who assembled the poppies, provides ýnancial assis-
tance in maintaining state and national veteransô rehabilitation and service pro-
grams, and partially supports the VFW National Home for Children, a community 
of children and families of veterans and active-duty military. I realize Iôm preaching 
to the choir, but not everyone is singing.  Take one look at the All State Dashboard 
and you can see we have done a lot, but there is more left to do. 

CONGRATULATIONS again for MEETING THE CHALLENGE but there re-
mains more work to do.  Despite having met our membership goal, we are NOT go-
ing to give up the fight to support our Commander in Chief and his effort toward 
MEETING THE CHALLENGE as a National Organization.  I applaud you for that 
and want to congratulate the 120 recruiters that got after it this term (so far).  I look 
forward to seeing you all in Angeles City for our Department Convention and then 
on to Louisville Kentucky for the National convention. 

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER 
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Until then, 
 

May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face; 
the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again, 
may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 

Mike Lutman 
Senior Vice Commander 
Department of Pacific Areas 
Loyalty, Duty and Honor 

 
 
 
 
 

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER 
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Comrades, 

Once again, I want to thank each of you for the opportunity and trust you have 
placed in me as your Junior Vice Commander, and I look forward to working with 
each of you during the upcoming year. Together, everyone achieves more. 

I want to take this opportunity to congratulate all our All-State, and All-American 
eligible Posts and Districts. Your hard work and dedication to the VFW and the 
DPA have not gone unnoticed. For those Posts and Districts that are still working 
the requirements, KEEP CHARGING and donôt hesitate to reach out for assistance.  

When finishing up your program payment requirements please keep in mind that we 
are a Veterans Service Organization and as such, these program payments support 
our Posts, Active Duty, Veterans, Widows, and Orphans. 

CSRôs 

You have once again showcased your postôs ability to display and exercise our mot-
to of ñService before Selfò. It is clear to all that with your community service, you 
have proven that this is what we do for our local communities. 

As we come to the close of our 4th Quarter CSR Reporting, keep submitting your 
CSR Reports. For those who have not completed their CSR requirements you can 
still catch up and encourage you to do so.  

Awards 

As this article goes to print, District Commanders should have already turned in 
their award packages for Department judging. As I have said before, ALL District 
Commanders need to have their packages to me NLT 1 May 2024 and ultimately 
rewarding those who went the extra mile in meeting the award program require-
ments. When we recognize these Comrades, we have the unique opportunity to 
thank them for their individual contributions to the VFW, Department, District, and 
their Post Teams. 

On the morning of 2 May 2024 whatever awards packages, I have by that time will 
be the ONLY awards judged by the Department. There are no exceptions. As you 
know this is not a new thing. ALL awards will be judged, and the winners will be 
announced at the Department Convention in June. 

We believe the winners of the awards represent just the tip of the spear as they re-
late to the depth of the outstanding group of dedicated, hardworking comrades in 
each of our posts and throughout the Department. 

I look forward to seeing you all in Angeles as we wrap up the year and prepare for 
the 2024-2025 VFW Year. 

Yours in Comradeship and Service to Veterans. 

 
Jack Farrell 
Junior Vice Commander, 
Department of Pacific Areas 
Loyalty, Duty and Honor 

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER 

NOTE 
As a reminder on the 
National Dashboard, 
the CSR button resets 
quarterly to Red to in-
dicate the start of a 
new quarter and ab-
sence of reports for the 
current quarter. 
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In the VFW, we know our veterans are #StillServing and rising to meet the challenges of this  
uncertain time. We want you to share your stories and maybe even inspire others across our  
Department to do the same. Click here to tell us your story. pacifictimes@vfwpacific.org 

Post 9723 members  attend the 79th Ernie Pyle Memorial, an event honoring the man who shared so many indi-
vidual stories during World War 2. Event was sponsored by the American Legion Post 28. 

MCAS Military Retiree Appreciation Day is hosted by our own Comrade Cortez Pree. During this event, agen-
cies like Navy Federal, hospital representatives, and many others will be attending to ensure Veterans are aware 
of the different benefits available to them. Our Post is supporting this event, and we will have a table so we can 
provide information to attendees on the benefits of VFW membership.  

mailto:pacifictimes@vfwpacific.org
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Post 9723 Vietnam Veterans appreciation pinning ceremony 
today at Kadena BX in conjunction with DECA. This event was 
to honor all the Vietnam Veterans in attendance. 

Post 9723 conducted a Buddy Poppy drive 27-28 April 2024 at Kadena Commissary.  

Your feedback is important to us. Please submit your Letters to the Editor or 

Suggestions by clicking pacifictimes@vfwpacific.org 

mailto:pacifictimes@vfwpacific.org
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Comrades, 

We are coming up on the end of the VFW year.  Some things to be thinking about, 
for those that are looking for All-American and need Buddy Poppies.  Order then 
sooner than later.  It takes a few weeks for the system to update.  The system does 
not update until the order is shipped, not when the order is made.  Donôt forget to 
email your quarterly audits to me. 

The Department Convention is next month.  Delegate fees have been emailed out to 
the Commanders and Quartermasters.  Many of you have already transferred the 
money to the department. Thank you.  For those that have not or do not know how 
much your delegate fees are, email me and I will let you know.  Also, for the 2 new 
Posts, Welcome aboard, if you need the Department bank details, please email me. 
Failure to pay the delegate fees will result in your Post not being able to vote during 
our Convention. 

There has been no word from Tallman Insurance as of yet. Once I get the infor-
mation, it will be sent out via email.  Please hold all payments until after 1 July.   

Almost all elections should be completed by now.  Please do not forget to enter 
your election report into OMS.  Also, each Post needs to register at least one person 
for the National Convention (If you are attending or not).  If either one of the ac-
tions are not completed, National will suspend you Post until it is completed. 

It has been a great year1  Congratulations to Commander Fores on leading the De-
partment to another All-American year. 

Looking forward to see you all next month. 

YIC 

Shawn Watson 
DPA Adjutant / Quartermaster 
 

DPA ADJUTANT/QUARTERMASTER 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

https://www.amazon.com/Ashes-Dust-Ron-Roman/dp/1592111785
https://www.writerronroman.com/
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Hello Comrades, 

As promised, I will provide you with any information gleaned during the Washing-
ton Conference in March 2024. 

The Foreign Medical Program: We were told by none other than the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs that the issue of direct deposit will be resolved in 2025. We can 
expect payments for medical bills covered under FMP to be paid by EFT rather 
than a paper check mailed to your home. 

Continuing with FMP we have been told an entire new IT system is being devel-
oped that will ultimately simplify what we all know is a onerous process. This will 
allow quicker for FMP to access your VA medical records making it a simpler pro-
cess to distribute service connected benefit letters, 

We had a direct discussion with the Secretary regarding what we see as a benefit 
for moving the VARO in Pittsburgh which supports 17 of our posts in DPA, to 
VARO Manila. He was non-committal other than to say he would look into it. He 
did ask some questions and he seemed pleased with our responses. We will contin-
ue to work on this issue. 

We continue to engage with Senior VFW leaders including the Director of Admin-
istration, Directors of Programs and Membership, as well as the Adjutant General 
and Quartermaster General to ensure the DPA always receives the same opportuni-
ties as other departments and ensure it is understood our organization recognizers 
The Pacific Areas is unique in a variety of ways. 

JVCIC Carol Whitmore was in Bangkok visiting with the Defense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency (DPAA). She reiterated her commitment to our Department men-
tioning she is fully aware of the unique challenges we face. 

We will continue to engage with fellow Council Members as well as National 
Leadership in order to ensure we are recognized for our many contributions to our 
great Organization. 

Look forward to seeing you all in Angeles City for our DPA Convention in June. 

Best wishes and always yours in comradeship and service, 

 
Kenneth A. Stein 
National Council Member 2022-2024 
Pacific Areas 

NATIONAL COUNCIL MEMBER 

PODCAST - FMP Ex-

plained by Veterans 

Corner Radio 

https://www.va.gov/health-care/foreign-medical-program/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0bix4rpS7SwyfDXNBpDTA9
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0bix4rpS7SwyfDXNBpDTA9
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0bix4rpS7SwyfDXNBpDTA9
https://open.spotify.com/show/6VlX8wCvNpGzf5maUG2m0u
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VFW FACT SHEET 

 

 


